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Betley, Balterley and Wrinehill Parish Council 
Extraordinary Meeting 

 
17th May 2024 

 
Commenced:   6.30 pm      Terminated:    7.35 pm 
 
Present:  Councillor Bettley-Smith (Chair)  

Councillors Berrisford, Bullock, Daly (part), Ecclestone, Hales, Head, Owen, 
Speed, and Watkin  
 
There were 14 Members of the Public in attendance.  Councillor Drakakis-
Smith was also in attendance but she sat in and remained in the public gallery 

 
 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Councillors Daly and Hales, County Councillor, Paul Northcott and Borough Councillors Gary 
White and Simon White, submitted their apologies for absence.  (Councillor Daly however, was 
able to attend the latter part of the meeting, as he had been able to leave work earlier than 
expected).   
 
The Chair asked Councillor Drakakis-Smith if she would join the Parish Council meeting at the 
table but she said she preferred to sit in the public gallery. 
 
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
All Members of the Parish Council agreed that they had an interest to declare in this matter, as one 
of the findings of the independent report commissioned to investigate a number of complaints, was 
that Councillor Drakakis-Smith was in breach of paragraph 5.1 (bringing the authority into 
disrepute).   
 
Councillors Berrisford and Bullock however, declared a direct interest in this matter, as they were 
complainants whose well-being had been affected by the conduct of Councillor Drakakis-Smith. 
 
The Chair reported that the public would not have an opportunity to participate in this meeting.  The 
Clerk clarifed that in accordance with the Code of Conduct [Disclosure of Non-Registerable 
Interests] adopted by the Parish Council, as members of the public were not allowed 
to speak at the meeting, Councillors Berrisford and Bullock should also not participate, due to their 
direct interests. The Parish Council therefore considered whether Councillors Berrisford and 
Bullock could be granted a dispensation to remain in the room whilst the meeting and the decision 
making was taking place, so long as they did not speak. 
 
RESOLVED 
That Councillors Berrisford and Bullock should not participate in any discussions or voting 
relating to this matter, but dispensation be granted to enable them to remain in the room 
with the Members, for all discussions. 
 
For the purposes of the Minutes:-  

(i) This motion was proposed by the Chair and seconded by Councillor Watkin.  
Councillors Berrisford and Bullock abstained from voting, and the remaining 
Councillors around the table approved the proposal. 

(ii) Councillor Drakakis-Smith remained in the public gallery.  She did not declare an 
interest, nor did she attempt to speak, nor vote on the matter. 

 
The Chair then explained that the meeting was a procedural one, required by the Monitoring 
Officer to address the findings and recommendations of the Audit and Standards Hearing Panel, 
detailed in two letters.  He outlined how the meeting would be conducted and asked all to respect 
the rulings from the Chair (if any). 
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3. REPORT FOLLOWING INVESTIGATION INTO ALLEGATIONS CONCERNING 

COUNCILLOR ANGELA DRAKAKIS-SMITH 
Members considered a report of the independent Solicitor, Emma Patterson, (report previously 
circulated and attached to the Agenda) engaged by the Monitoring Officer of Newcastle Borough 
Council to conduct the investigation. 
 
RESOLVED 
That the report be received. 
 
4. NEWCASTLE-UNDER-LYME BOROUGH COUNCIL AUDIT AND STANDARDS HEARING 

PANEL – DECISION 
 

(i) Member Code of Conduct Complaint – Cllr Drakakis-Smith of Betley, Balterley and 
Wrinehill Parish Council  

In accordance with the recommendation from Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough Council, Members 
of the Parish Council considered the report and subsequent decision of the Standards Sub 
Committee Hearing Panel held to consider the Member Code of Conduct Complaints against 
Councillor Drakakis-Smith of Betley, Balterley and Wrinehill Parish Council (please refer to 
Appendix A of these Minutes for details). 
 
Members of the Parish Council noted that the Hearing Panel agreed in full with the conclusions of 
the independent report (carried out by Emma Patterson, Solicitor) commissioned to investigate the 
complaints. The Hearing Panel found that Councillor Drakakis-Smith’s conduct, as detailed in the 
report, was in breach of the Code of Conduct, paragraphs 1.2, 2.1-3 and 5.1. 
 
RESOLVED 
That the report and decision of the Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough Council Audit and 
Standards Hearing Panel, be received.  The decision was unanimous by those Members 
authorised to vote. 
 
[For the purposes of the Minutes Councillors Berrisford and Bullock abstained from voting. 
Councillor Drakakis-Smith remained in the public gallery.  She did not attempt to speak, nor 
vote on the matter]. 
 
(ii) Letter dated 1 May 2024from Anthony Harold (Monitoring Officer) on behalf of Cllr 

Mark Holland, Chair Standards Hearing Panel, sent to the Clerk 
In accordance with the recommendation from Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough Council, the letter 
addressed to the Clerk Mrs Clough, was made public and Members of the Parish Council, 
considered its content.  (Please refer to Appendix B of these Minutes for details). 
 
RESOLVED 
That the letter dated 1 May 2024 from Anthony Harold (Monitoring Officer) on behalf of 
Councillor Mark Holland, Chair Standards Hearing Panel, sent to the Clerk, be received. 
 
[For the purposes of the Minutes Councillors Berrisford and Bullock abstained from voting. 
Councillor Drakakis-Smith remained in the public gallery.  She did not attempt to speak, nor 
vote on the matter]. 
 
(iii) Letter dated 1 May 2024 from Anthony Harold (Monitoring Officer) on behalf of 

Councillor Mark Holland, Chair Standards Hearing Panel, sent to Councillor Drakakis-
Smith. 

In accordance with the recommendation from Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough Council, the letter 
addressed to Councillor Drakakis-Smith, was made public and Members of the Parish Council, 
considered its content.  (Please refer to Appendix C of these Minutes for details). 
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RESOLVED 
That the letter dated 1 May 2024 from Anthony Harold (Monitoring Officer) on behalf of 
Councillor Mark Holland, Chair Standards Hearing Panel, sent to the Councillor Drakakis-
Smith, be received. 
 
[For the purposes of the Minutes Councillors Berrisford and Bullock abstained from voting. 
Councillor Drakakis-Smith remained in the public gallery.  She did not attempt to speak or 
vote on the matter]. 
 
5. NEWCASTLE-UNDER-LYME BOROUGH COUNCIL AUDIT AND STANDARDS HEARING 

PANEL 
In accordance with the recommendation from Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough Council, Members 
of the Parish Council considered the recommended sanctions proposed by the Newcastle-under-
Lyme Borough Council Audit and Standards Hearing Panel, as detailed below.  (Please refer to 
Appendix A to these Minutes for the full report) 
 

Sanctions Proposed by the Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough Council Audit and 
Standards Hearing Panel 
We recommend the following sanctions, having had regard to the seriousness of the conduct 
code breaches in question, relevant guidance, and the range of sanctions available in the 
circumstances. 

 

• We recommend that our decision is reported to the Parish Council at the next available 
meeting.  

• We recommend that this letter and our letter to Councillor Drakakis-Smith are made public.  

• We recommend that the Parish Council formally censures Councillor Drakakis-Smith.  

• In consideration of the breach of paragraph 5.1 (bringing the authority into disrepute) we 
recommend that the Parish Council removes Councillor Drakakis-Smith from any external 
appointments or positions of responsibility that she holds in her role as a Parish Councillor.  

 
The Chair proposed that the Members should withdraw from the meeting room, to consider the 
sanctions and to reach a conclusion, and at this juncture (7.15 pm) the Members retired.   
 
For the purpose of the Minutes, Councillor Drakakis-Smith remained in the public gallery and did 
join (or ask to join) the Members.   
 
At 7.20 pm, the Members returned to the Public Meeting.    
 
The Chair and Clerk clarified that Councillors Berrisford and Bullock had not participated in any of 
the discussions or decision making, thereon. 
 
The Chair also advised latecomers to the meeting, that Councillor Drakakis-Smith had stated 
(before the meeting commenced) that she did not wish to sit as a Member of the Parish Council at 
this meeting, which was why she had chosen to sit in the public gallery. 
 
Councillor Drakakis-Smith then indicated from the public gallery that she now wished to participate, 
however, the Clerk confirmed that as the public were not able to speak at the meeting, then she 
too, was unable to participate. 
 
At 7.25 pm, Councillor Daly arrived at the meeting. 
 
RESOLVED 
(i) That the Parish Council notes the sanctions proposed by the Newcastle-under-Lyme 

Borough Council Audit and Standards Hearing Panel as set out in their letters dated 
1st May 2024; 
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(ii) That the decision of the Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough Council Audit and Standards 
Hearing Panel is received and accepted, without reservation, by the Parish Council; 

(iii) That the letters dated 1st May 2024 from the Borough Council to the Clerk and to 
Councillor Drakakis-Smith, respectively, are made public; 

(iv) That the Parish Council notes with grave concern, the multiple breaches of the Code 
of Conduct and with some dismay also notes, that the Councillor has not accepted 
that her behaviour has been in breach of the Code of Conduct. The Parish Council 
further notes the aggravating factors in the case, such as challenging the process 
being followed and calling into question the professionalism and diligence of the 
Officers of the Borough Council. Therefore, the Parish Council resolves that 
Councillor Drakakis-Smith be censured by the Parish Council, in the strongest terms 
and, as part of that censure, shall be warned as to her future conduct and the 
consequences of any misconduct; 

(v) That the removal of Councillor Drakakis-Smith from all external appointments and 
positions of responsibility, which will include responsibility for reporting to the Parish 
Council on planning matters, membership of any Committees, Sub-Committees, or 
Working Groups, be approved. 

[For the purposes of the Minutes, Councillors Berrisford, Bullock and Daly abstained from 
voting.  Councillor Drakakis-Smith indicated that she now wished to join the Parish Council 
to vote and joined the Members at the table.  The Clerk advised her that she was unable to 
vote due to her interest in this matter, and she requested that the Clerk sought clarification 
on this matter from the Monitoring Officer.  Councillor Drakakis-Smith added that she 
wished her vote to be recorded.  The Chair noted that Councillor Drakakis-Smith’s vote 
would have no effect on the decision to adopt the resolution, which had been agreed by 7 of 
the Parish Council’s 12 Members, with 3 Members abstaining and 1 Member who was 
absent] 
 
Before moving on to address censure and future conduct, the Chair asked Councillor Drakakis-
Smith if she wished to consider her position on the Parish Council, and Councillor Drakakis-Smith 
responded that she did not. 
 
6. DECISION OF BETLEY, BALTERLEY AND WRINEHILL PARISH COUNCIL 
Members of the Parish Council considered the sanctions proposed by Newcastle-under-Lyme 
Borough Council Audit and Standards Hearing Panel (Please refer to Appendix A to these Minutes 
for the full report), or whether to replace them with another relevant sanction and agreed the 
following:- 
 
RESOLVED 
(i) That Councillor Angela Drakakis-Smith’s decision, to remain a Member of this Parish 

Council, be noted; 
(ii) That the Members of Betley, Balterley and Wrinehill Parish Council wish to place on 

record that they have no confidence in the ability and/or willingness of Councillor 
Angela Drakakis-Smith to carry out her duties as a Parish Councillor in a correct and 
appropriate manner, as prescribed in the Code of Conduct and other documents. 

 
The Chair then outlined how misconduct at any future meetings would be addressed, as detailed in 
Standing Order 18. 
 
The Chair expressed his personal regret that this situation, which to his knowledge had never 
arisen before, had occurred.  He acknowledged that this situation had been quite distressing and 
extremely stressful for all those involved.  He added that he hoped that Councillor Drakakis-Smith 
would heed the advice from the Monitoring Officer and that the powers in Standing Order 18, would 
not be required.  As Councillor Drakakis-Smith had decided to remain as a Member, which she 
was entitled to do, he hoped that the situation and relationships would be much improved, going 
forward. 



959 

 

 

 

 
 

 

APPENDIX A 



960 

 

 

 

 



961 

 

 

 

 



962 

 

 



963 

 

 

 

APPENDIX B 



964 

 

 

 



965 

 

 

 

APPENDIX C 



966 

 

 

 


