Great Milton Parish Council

www.greatmilton.org.uk
c/o Kelly Wing, 01844 338474, clerk@greatmilton.org.uk
13 Albury View, Tiddington, Oxford, Oxon, OX9 2LY

Minutes of the Meeting of Great Milton Parish Council held Monday 15th October 2012 at 7.30pm in the Pavilion:

Present:

Cllrs. Stephen Harrod (Chair and District Councillor), Ian Burtenshaw, Doug Colley, Peter Fewell (Vice Chair), Bill Fox, Rosalind Hayman and Christine Pepperell. 
In Attendance:

Kelly Wing (Clerk)




David Turner (County Councillor) 



No members of the public were present
100/12
Apologies for Absence

None

101/12
Co-option of Parish Councillors
It was resolved to co-opt Bill Fox as a new councillor and the Declaration of Acceptance of Office was signed.

102/12
Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests for this Meeting

None for this meeting
103/12
Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

The minutes of the PC meeting held on Monday 17th September 2012 were amended to note the additional payment of £380 made to Countrywide, owing to the omission of the August invoice in the original calculation.  Following this amendment, it was resolved to approve the minutes as a true and accurate record. It was resolved to approve the minutes of the Planning Meeting held on Tuesday 2nd October 2012 as a true and accurate record. 
104/12
Matters to Report
The District Councillor and County Councillor provided the meeting with updates from their respective councils to be published in The Bulletin.
There was one crime reported that overnight on 26th to 27th September a truck and plant equipment were stolen from a farm near to Great Milton. There were no reports of anti social behaviour. 

A
Village Maintenance
· No update from Highways on the clearing of the Oxen Piece ditch, clerk to follow up.
· The two new dog bins have been delivered and are to be installed shortly. 

· Trees Backing 13 Fullers Field – Waiting reply from the Forestry department, Jenks suggested removing lower branches and hedging to allow more daylight
· Clerk to look into the Community Investment Fund regarding a grant for the playground, closing date 26th October
· South Oxfordshire Thermal Imaging Surveys Autumn/ Winter 2012/13 – Clerk to contact Shared Energy Office for more information and enquire about next winter.
· Town and Parish Forum 2012 are being held on Wednesday 21st November for discussions on local issue. Bill Fox and Rosalind Hayman to attend.
105/12
Correspondence and Public Discussion
· Email reply from tenant at Draycott re Wheelie Bins advised unable to store at the rear of property or in the garden. Clerk to email a reply asking to move the bins around the side in Pegswell lane.
· OCC Application to record Footpath on the definitive map and statement across Thame south of Chippinghurst, Cuddesdon & Denton an appeal has been made to this application.
· SODC Wheatley Campus Masterplan Exhibition held on Friday 12th October
· SODC Christmas tree Recycling Scheme – Clerk to put a note in The Bulletin asking for replies of interest, deadline for expressing parish interest to SODC 30th November. The agreed location for this scheme was on the Green. 
106/12
Planning Applications

A
The following Planning Applications were considered. 
Le Manoir aux Quat'Saisons Church Road Great Milton OX44 7PD - P12/S2054/FUL. Erection of glasshouse for plant propagation. APPROVED
B
The following Planning Decisions were reviewed.

10 Thame Road Great Milton OX44 7HY - P12/S1199/HH. Single storey and two storey rear extensions, alterations to the front porch roof and addition of high level windows to side - PERMISSION GRANTED 
107/12
Allotment Management

It was RESOLVED that the tenancy agreement states that if any of the agreements are breached i.e. uncultivated or unpaid that the council may re-enter and the tenancy comes to an end. Clerk to liaise with Andrew Noble, Allotment Coordinator.
108/12
Employment of the Clerk

The contract of employment was approved and signed by the Clerk, Kelly Wing and Chair Stephen Harrod. Clerks quarterly expenses to be reviewed at the next meeting.
109/12
Visual Tree Assessment

· The Parish Council considered the free visual tree assessment offered by Jenks as well as the quotes received from Ring Rose Trees and Complete Trees. It was RESOLVED to accept the free assessment. Clerk to liaise with Jenks to have the map of the village trees numbered to correspond with the assessment sheet for discussion at the next meeting.
· RH advised that there is a tree on Sworford Road on the left hand side from Wheatley to Great Milton looking unsafe. Clerk to ask Jenks to inspect.
110/12
Web Site Review

The Parish Council considered the alternative web site providers who offered cheaper packages as advised by Ian Burtenshaw, it was resolved to stay with MHP and review options at April Meeting.
111/12
Financial Resolutions
A
The following cheques were authorised for payment:

Kelly Wing. Salary September and October £577.53 

Jonathan Dudley. Bulletin production - October issue. £326.20

Countrywide. Rec cutting June 15th, 22nd and 30th June.  £270.00

Countrywide. Rec cutting August 24th, 1st & 14th September. £270.00


Countrywide. Verge cutting – 20th September. £228.00

Old Field. Donation for replacing old Stile to Old Field. £96

Wheatley Park School. Prize Giving. £30


South & Vale Carers. Donation. £35

Thames Water. Water for Allotment 13th June – 12th September. £11.97


Citizens Advice. Donation. £50. This donation was not authorised as waiting further information.

The Clerk read out the following additional invoice for Countrywide. Repairs to Driveway £480.00 which was not included on the agenda. This invoice was not authorised and the councillors would like to invite the Recreation Ground Management Committee to the next meeting to discuss correct procedure for payments.
B
A quarterly bank reconciliation and analysis of actual receipts/payments versus budget was reviewed and approved. It was proposed and agreed to write off the unpaid cheques of £1 for Hospital Transport. 


Christine Pepperell had reviewed the Bulletin advertising and was satisfied that the receipts are consistent with the advertisements published.


Bill Fox asked about reviewing the options of a higher interest account, CP to look into some options. 

C
A new Reserves Policy was proposed and it was RESOLVED to adopt it.

D
Christine Pepperell presented a verbal report from the meeting she attended on 19th September regarding the changes to the council tax benefit and the effect on the precept. The changes are currently in consultation, it was agreed to await the outcome.
112/12
Any Other Business
· Rosalind Hayman reported that on the evening of Friday 5th October whilst travelling home on the Thame Road near Rycote Chapel her car had sustained shot gun pellets in the windscreen. The incident had been reported to the Police at Thame station with little interest. Clerk to email RH the contact details for our local PCSO Chris Ratcliff and Matthew Taylor.

The meeting closed at 9.05pm.

The next meeting of Great Milton Parish Council will be Monday November 19th  2012 at 7.30pm in the Pavilion.


Signed:  _______________________________________
