Great Milton Parish Council

www.greatmilton.org.uk
c/o Joanna Botha, 01844 338150, clerk@greatmilton.org.uk
7 Kings Close, Worminghall, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP18 9JW


Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Great Milton Parish Council held on Monday 21st May  2012 at 7.30pm in the Pavilion:

Present:

Cllrs. Peter Fewell (Vice Chair), Doug Colley, Rosalind Hayman and Christine Pepperell. 

In Attendance:

Joanna Botha (Clerk)




David Turner (County Councillor) 




PCSO Matthew Taylor (Chalgrove Neighbourhood Police Team)
48/12
Apologies for Absence
Stephen Harrod (SH) (Chair and District Councillor) and Ian Burtenshaw (IB) were both away on business.
49/12
To Elect a Chairman
In advance of the meeting SH had informed the Clerk that he would be willing to continue as Chair. It was proposed that SH take on the Chairmanship of the Parish Council for a further year and this was agreed upon unanimously. A Declaration of Acceptance of Office to the post of Chairman will be signed as soon as possible.
50/12
To Elect a Vice-Chairman
It was proposed that Peter Fewell (PF) take on the role of Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council for a further year and this was agreed upon unanimously. PF confirmed that he was willing to continue. A Declaration of Acceptance of Office to the post of Vice Chairman was signed.
51/12

To nominate representatives:
The Clerk reported that the following people had been put forward as the proposed Parish Council representatives for the various village charities/organisations:


The Sheppard Trust - Ann Price, John Davis
The Hard Surface Play Area Committee - Susan Read, Jon Devitt
Great Milton Recreation Ground Management Committee - Michael Robinson, Michele Block
Neighbourhood Watch - Lesley Bush, Liz Sands
The Kent & Couling Charity - Rita Booker, Cynthia D’Anger
The Old Field Charity - Hazel Hand, Niki Patrick
It was resolved to approve these nominees as the PC representatives for the forthcoming year.
52/12
Inventory of Parish Documents
The Clerk confirmed that the Inventory of Parish Documents filed at the Oxfordshire Record Office in September 2001 remains unchanged since that time. The Clerk informed the meeting that the Inventory of Parish Documents held by the Clerk had been amended to include the most recent Lease of Allotment Land to Oxfordshire County Council (OCC), dated 2007. It was resolved to approve this amendment.
53/12
Revision of Standing Orders
The Clerk informed the meeting that there had been two amendments to GMPC’s Standing Orders since the last Annual Meeting of the Parish Council:
1. 18 July 2011 Amendment to SO 2b:

‘In a year which is not an election year, the annual meeting of a Council shall be held on the second third Monday in May.’

2. 18 July 2011 Amendment to SO 2d:

‘In addition to the annual meeting of the Council, ordinary meetings shall be held on the second third Monday of the month unless the Council directs otherwise. There shall be no meeting in August.’


It was resolved to approve these amendments. 

54/12
Revision and Confirmation of Insurance Arrangements
The Clerk reported that she had received the renewal documents and would contact the insurer and ask them once again to remove the £890 listed as the value of the office contents. This sum is out of date and should have been corrected two years ago. The replacement value of the two PC noticeboards had been added - £650 (including engraving) for Milton Common and £1200 (including engraving) for the Great Milton. 
55/12
Register of Interests for this Meeting


None
56/12
Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

It was resolved to approve the minutes of the previous meeting, held Monday 16th April 2012 and the Planning Meeting held on Tuesday 8th May 2012 as a true and accurate record. 
57/12
Matters to Report

Neighbourhood Police Report
PCSO Matthew Taylor of the Chalgrove Neighbourhood Policing team informed the meeting that there were no crimes to report, just one call regarding children playing football against a fence on the junction of a busy road who were asked to move onto the Rec. A briefing had also been received from PC Mel Stafford providing the Parish Council with an overview of a meeting regarding the recent perceived anti-social behaviour problems. It involved residents from Green Hitchings, Thame Road and Oxen Piece along with members of the neighbourhood policing team, South Oxfordshire Housing Association (SOHA) and South Oxfordshire District Council (SODC). The meeting had been quite positive in terms of encouraging more communication and facilitating further discussion about youth provision such as a club or skate park.
County Councillor David Turner provided the meeting with an update from OCC which will be published in The Bulletin.
Parish Council Action List
· Dave Pullen had supplied the meeting with a sample of the dark green paint he had available for
the Sandy Lane Bus Shelter. It was agreed that he should proceed with the task using this paint.

· The Clerk had received the Road Closure Order for the Jubilee Street Party.
· The light in the BT Payphone kiosk had still not been repaired although the Clerk had been receiving regular assurances from the Payphone team at BT.

58/12
Correspondence and Public Discussion

· A consultation on the appointment of an external auditor had been received and will be scanned

and circulated to the Councillors.

· Information had been received from Oxfordshire Rural Communities Council (ORCC) about new funds available to support community transport schemes. This will be circulated to those involved with the Three Villages Car Service.

59/12
Planning Applications

A
There were no new Planning Applications to consider at the meeting.
B

The following planning decisions were reviewed:

Lawful Development Certificate for an existing use at Orpwoods Farm, Thame Road, Great Milton, OX44 7JD (P11/W2426/LDE) was granted.

Saracote, The Green, Great Milton, OX44 7NP. P11/S0212. Modification to openings in side elevation. (Granted)


Christine Pepperell informed the meeting that she would be attending the appeal hearing for the two recently refused retrospective planning applications for Land East of Crowthorne Kennels, Milton Common to be held at 10am on June 12th at SODC’s offices.
60/12
Dog Bins


Biffa had reported that currently all dog bins in the village are at least half full when emptied (weekly) and use would be expected to increase in warmer weather. It was resolved to accept an offer from Le Manoir aux Quat’Saisons to sponsor the purchase of two dog bins for the Parish (one for the allotment track and one for the footpath by the Neighbours Hall) and the initial expenditure of £81 plus VAT per bin was approved. The emptying costs (to be borne by the Parish Council), of approximately £40 per year per bin were also approved. It was agreed not to adopt SODC’s proposal that Parish Councils purchase litter bins instead of dog bins, of which SODC will fund emptying costs.
61/12
Pegswell Lane

Estimates provided by Dave Pullen for the work required to restore and make safe the area surrounding the well at the end of the definitive public footpath Pegswell Lane, were reviewed. The approximate labour costs would be £1,350, with materials costs estimated at £150, and the cost of removing stumps £300 ex VAT. It was resolved not to approve this expenditure due to the lack of available funds and the limited benefits for residents of the Parish. It was agreed that the Clerk should pursue this with Countryside Services. 
62/12
Extension of Leases to Great Milton School


The Clerk updated the meeting on the recent site visit at the school between herself, SH, Joan Halligan of Mouchel (on behalf of OCC) and Rhona Biel (GM School Secretary) which involved discussions on the options for extending the existing two leases of former allotment land for the Hard Surface Play Area and Early Years Play Area to OCC. Both leases expire in 2013 and OCC want to extend them for a further 20 years each. The Hard Surface Play Area site is currently protected by ‘Security of Tenure’ so that OCC has the right to renew the lease. The Early Years Area adjacent to the allotments is excluded from this security. The options presented at the meeting were to renew both leases with protection, to renew as they are presently (one protected, one excluded) or to renew two revised sites, with protection offered over a larger area while the Parish Council retained its options over a smaller site, should this be needed in future for additional allotment provision. It was resolved to extend both leases by 20 years as they are presently. It was noted that this could be reviewed in future if the school particularly needed the protection. 

63/12
Damage to Verges

The need for reparations required to verges near Brannock and Stonefield in Lower End were considered. It was resolved to accept a residents’ offer to repair the damage and to ask that receipts for materials up to £50 should be passed to the Clerk for reimbursement.
64/12
Financial Resolutions
A
The following cheques were authorised for payment:

Joanna Botha. Salary. £367.20

Jonathan Dudley. Bulletin editorial and production. £409.40

Gillett & Johnson. Clock Servicing. £202.80 (Original cheque did not arrive so has been stopped.)


The Clerk read out the following payments which had  not been included on the Agenda:


Insurance. Broker Network Ltd. £337.79

ORCC. Repayment of unspent grant money. £151.25

B

Christine Pepperell had circulated an Internal Audit Plan in advance of the meeting. It was agreed to approve this plan with dates to be amended to fit with the External Auditor’s schedule. The Clerk reported that the Annual Return is due on July 13th. 
65/11
Any Other Business
The Clerk reported on a meeting that had taken place between herself, the Great Milton Local History Society, SH and Andy Noble to discuss the requirements for a village archive / heritage space. It was agreed that a permanent solution was needed as the church is no longer suitable for the historic files and the PC files are too extensive to be stored in someone’s home. The possibility of fundraising for an extension to the rear of the Pavilion was discussed. The Society feels it does not have the resources to pursue this project but would support the Parish Council and other supporters from the village to do so. 
The Clerk reminded the Councillors that they still need to co-opt one more Parish Councillor.
Doug Colley reported that the repairs to potholes on the Thame Road were incomplete. The Clerk will report this again.

Doug Colley reported that he had visited the Great Haseley Windmill project to view its progress and was very impressed by the work being done.

The meeting closed at 9.45pm.

The next meeting of Great Milton Parish Council will be Monday June 18th 2012 at 7.30pm in the Pavilion.


Signed:  _______________________________________
