
DRAFT

 MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BROMPTON RALPH PARISH COUNCIL
MEETING HELD ON 18th JANUARY 2023 AT BROMPTON RALPH VILLAGE HALL AT 7.30pm
Attendees: Councillors S Baker (Vice Chair), J Elliott (Chairman), D Holmes, S Merritt, A Sellick                             	P Bainbridge (Clerk)
							       
Members of the Public: 1
Public Question Time: The Chair thanked the member of the public for photos taken on Ashland Knapp Lane to help in reporting issues to Somerset County Council.
1. Apologies accepted: Cllr P Heard, SWT District Councillors M Blaker & S Pugsley and
SCC Councillor F Nicholson
2. Declarations of interest: None
3. Minutes of the Previous Meeting - It was unanimously agreed that the minutes of the meeting on 1st December are a true and correct record and were signed by the Chairman at the meeting.  
4.  Planning
               Planning Applications Approved – for full conditions see SWT Planning Portal
a. 3/02/22/003 Erection of single storey extension to north-east elevation Town House, Brompton Ralph, Taunton, TA4 2RU 
5.  Finance 
a. Bank Reconciliation to 30th December showing an account balance of £11,746.99, less unpresented cheques totalling £313.02
b. Payments for Approval – D Holmes proposed and S Merritt seconded and the following payments                          were unanimously approved.
i. Clerk’s wages January & February @ £154.17 each (including payments to HMRC PAYE)	     
c. Precept – Following a discussion it was thought that there should be no increase in the precept rate requested, particularly given the current squeeze on household budgets. The Council would still receive an additional £119 due to a slight increase in the tax base. This extra money, while not increasing the amount paid by the householder, would help towards inevitable inflationary increases. D Holmes proposed and S Merritt seconded to keep the precept rate the same as 2022/23 and this was passed unanimously. Thus there will be a 0% increase to the householder for 2023/24.   
6.  Matters Outstanding
a. Village Green Bench - The Clerk had circulated various ideas and their respective costs prior to the meeting. It was thought that recycled plastic was the greener option, preventing plastic going to landfill. D Holmes proposed and S Baker seconded and it was unanimously agreed to purchase the recycled plastic traditional seat in brown with a 25 year guarantee. Costs are approximately £329 plus delivery and fixings. Clerk to organise. It is hoped volunteers will be found to help install the bench.
b. War Memorial – The Clerk had been in contact with the person who made the initial request to add a name to the memorial who is also going to get quotes for the addition of the name. The Clerk will write to the War Memorials Trust to enquire about extra funding and to the planning authority about the required permissions. 
c. Defibrillator – A qualified electrician has offered to move the Cricket Ground defibrillator at minimal cost to the Council. This should happen soon. The Council will be responsible for maintaining the defibrillator and re-registering it on the national network, “The Circuit”.
d. Roads & Traffic Issues – Due to the recent heavy rain numerous localised floods were discussed which will be reported to the Highways Steward. Further potholes to be recorded on Somerset County Council’s website. Photographs of Ashland Knapp Lane/Parish Quarry road taken by a member of the public have helped to make clear the cause of the long-standing problem that occurs when water runs down into the village rather than through a drain. The Clerk had applied for a new grit bin from the funds available through the LCN Highways Pilot and this should be delivered soon to replace the damaged bin near the village green.
e. Social Media – the Clerk had circulated to the Councillors details of the new Parish Council Facebook page which was met with approval. Clerk to start sharing relevant information through the page. It is a public page and it is not necessary to be signed-up to Facebook in order to view it.
7. Training – The provision of training was discussed, including attendance at free sessions being held by SW&T Council.
8. Coronation & Commemorations – No definite advice has been issued on commemorating the Coronation of King Charles III, neither have there been any reports from the village of planned events. There are currently no plans to light beacons, but there are plans for Beacon Lighting for the 80th Anniversary of the D-Day Landings. The Council is mindful that these events have been organised by a small number of people in the past and it hopes that other inhabitants will get involved. 
9. Village Shop Closure – No update was available. There are two items from the shop, one of which was to be sold and proceeds to be returned to the Parish Council. It was proposed by D Holmes and seconded by S Merritt and unanimously agreed that these items should be gifted to the Village Hall if not sold. 
10. Internal Auditor – S Baker proposed and A Sellick seconded and it was unanimously agreed to appoint Mr T Payne as internal auditor for the year 2022/23 for an agreed fee of £100.
11. Clerk’s Report & Correspondence – A consultation on licensing of street vendors for the new unified authority had been circulated prior to the meeting. It was not thought necessary to formulate a response.
12. Councillors’ Reports and Items for Future Agendas – To include updates on the Village Shop, defibrillator and enforcement at Little Parks Farm. There is still one vacancy for a Councillor.
13. Date of next meeting - Thursday 9th March 2023 at 7.30pm at Brompton Ralph Village Hall.

Chair Cllr J Elliott declared the meeting closed at 20.57 pm.
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