Great Milton Parish Council

www.greatmilton.org.uk
c/o Joanna Botha, 01844 338150, clerk@greatmilton.org.uk
7 Kings Close, Worminghall, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP18 9JW


Minutes of the Meeting of Great Milton Parish Council held on Monday 16th April 2012 at the earlier time of 7pm in the Pavilion:
Present:

Cllrs. Stephen Harrod (Chair and District Councillor), Ian Burtenshaw, Doug Colley, Rosalind Hayman and Christine Pepperell. 
In Attendance:
Joanna Botha (Clerk)


David Turner (County Councillor) 


One member of the public
38/12
Apologies for Absence

Peter Fewell (PF) was away.
39/12
Register of Interests for this Meeting


None

40/12
Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

It was resolved to approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held Monday 19th March 2012 as a true and accurate record. 
41/12
Matters to Report
The Neighbourhood Policing Team sent a report. There had been one crime of note since the previous meeting. An insecure empty property, currently being renovated on Church Road, was entered and domestic appliances stolen. No calls regarding anti-social behaviour were received. Regular patrols of the recreation ground and Green Hitching areas continue. PCSO Matthew Taylor plans to attend the May meeting.
The District Councillor and County Councillor provided the meeting with updates from their respective councils to be published in The Bulletin.
A
Matters for Highways
No response had been received so far from the letter sent highlighting outstanding matters for the Parish. The matter of spraying the weeds which are making the Lobb Hill pavement unsafe has been passed to South Oxfordshire District Council to undertake as part of its Deep Cleanse Programme. 


B
Parish Council Action List
· The Clerk reported that she has held off the purchase of the new dog bin for the allotment track and is awaiting feedback from Biffa on the use of other bins in the Parish to determine whether relocation is a possibility.
· The signage for the new Windmill Hill bus stop has been erected by Charles Peers.
· The litter pick volunteers gathered 24 sacks of rubbish from around the Parish.

· While awaiting a quotation to repair the allotment water tank the other tank also stopped working. Andrew Noble arranged to have this fixed by Eric Hawes as an urgent item authorised by the Clerk. The other tank still needs attention.

· Quotes are awaited from Dave Pullen for clearing the ditch by Oxen Piece and maintenance to the end of Pegswell Lane.

C
Facilities for Young People in Great Milton


No report this month.

42/12
Correspondence and Public Discussion
A
Councillors were reminded to respond to individually to the Electoral Review of South Oxfordshire which proposes reducing the number of councillors for the district by 12 to 36. Responses are required by May 8th.
B
Joyce Price had reported to the Clerk that the stile and footbridge on the footpath from Chilworth Road to Trindalls Farm, had both become rickety and unsafe. The Clerk is liaising with Jonathan Beale, Field Officer for Countryside Services at Oxfordshire County Council and so far the stile has been removed.
43/12
Planning Applications

A
Great Milton Parish Council considered that the following planning application should be


APPROVED by Oxfordshire County Council:

Great Milton C of E School, Great Milton, OX44 7NT. P11/S0196. Retention and continued use of two modular building units (ref T1 CE01 Children’s Centre base office and T2 a classroom) for a further period of five years.

Great Milton Parish Council considered that it held NO STRONG VIEWS on the amendment to the following planning application:

Farriers Cottage, Church Road, Great Milton, OX44 7PB. P11/W2334. Two storey extension to rear of property to provide ground floor cloakroom off family room and ensuite bathroom at 1st floor level. Single storey extension to side of property to provide utility room and playroom. 


The application for a Lawful Development Certificate for an existing use at Orpwoods Farm, Thame Road, Great Milton, OX44 7JD (P11/W2426/LDE) was reviewed and considered lawful.
B

There were no planning decisions to review. The appeal hearing for the two recently refused retrospective planning applications for Land East of Crowthorne Kennels, Milton Common will be held at 10am on June 12th at the South Oxfordshire District Council offices.
44/12
Diamond Jubilee Celebrations

Janet Smith attended the meeting. Jubilee memorabilia products were considered unnecessary. A contribution towards the cost of the children’s entertainer and decorative items was preferred. It was resolved that the PC, in accordance with its powers under Sections 137 and 139 of the Local Government Act 1972, should contribute £200. £150 had already been earmarked and the additional £50 will come from the budget for donations.
An enquiry from the Recreation Ground Management Committee about whether any funds would be available for a Jubilee flower bed by the Pavilion was also considered. It was agreed that it was too early in the financial year to commit anything significant to this initiative as funds may be required for maintenance. It was suggested that a request for funds for this item be included in any letters sent out requesting funds for the street party.

45/12
Housing Needs Survey
Oxfordshire Rural Communities Council had responded to the affordable housing needs expressed in the Parish Plan by offering support to complete a Housing Needs Survey. This would provide an update to the situation which was previously assessed in 2008. Any identified need could be met by a planning application under the Rural Exception Scheme, which provides sites that would not normally be given planning permission to people who cannot afford to buy on the open market and with local connections. It was resolved to invite Anna Kennedy from ORCC to come and deliver a presentation at a forthcoming PC meeting.

46/12
Financial Resolutions

A
Prior to the meeting the Clerk had circulated the final quarterly bank reconciliation and analysis of actual receipts/payments versus budget for 2011-12. The accounts were reviewed and approved. It was noted that excluding the projected grants of £5,000 for village projects that were not pursued, the receipts were slightly higher than projected and payments were approximately £500 less than expected. It was also noted that the unspent funds from the Parish Plan grant should be returned to ORCC. This payment will go on the next agenda.

The Clerk informed the meeting that Paul Wakefield had agreed to continue to act as internal auditor for the PC.

B

It was resolved to approve an increase of one salary point to the Clerk’s pay in accordance with the employment contract, to NJC salary point LC1.18 (8.919 pence per hour) and to increase the number of hours worked by one hour from 8.5 hours to 9.5 per week to allow for the additional work involved in managing advertising for The Bulletin. 

C
The following cheques were authorised for payment and the related invoices signed. The clerk informed the meeting that while awaiting a quote for repairs to the allotment water tank, the second tank had broken and an urgent repair had been authorised within the £500 limit:

Joanna Botha. April salary. £367.20

Jonathan Dudley. Bulletin Production. £354.80

Recreation Ground Management Committee. Insurance. £896.15


E.V. Hawes. Supply and fit new ball valve to allotment water tank. £84.00


Thames Water Utilities. Allotment supply. £2.73

47/12
Any Other Business

· A meeting had been arranged for Tuesday 24th April in The Bull to discuss the need for an archive space for both the Great Milton Local History Society and the Parish Council.
· Tickets to attend the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Garden Party are available through a public ballot. The details will go on the noticeboard.
· The Clerk will purchase 100 stamps for the PC ahead of the forthcoming price rises.

The meeting closed at 7.55pm and was followed by the Annual Parish Meeting.
The next Great Milton PC  meeting will be Monday May 21st 2012 at 7.30pm in the Pavilion.

Signed:  ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​________________________________________
