

DRAFT

 MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BROMPTON RALPH PARISH COUNCIL
MEETING HELD ON 18th JANUARY 2024 AT BROMPTON RALPH VILLAGE HALL AT 7.30pm
Attendees: Councillors S Baker (Vice Chair), P Heard, D Holmes, A Sellick                             	P Bainbridge (Clerk)
Also in attendance: Somerset Council Cllr F Nicholson							       
Members of the Public: 4								Public Questions: 0

In the absence of the Chair, the Vice Chair Sally Baker presided over the meeting.

1. Apologies accepted: Cllrs J Elliott (Chair), S Merrit, C Mowat
Apologies received: Somerset Council Cllr S Pugsley
2. Declarations of interest: None
3. Minutes of the Previous Meeting - It was unanimously agreed that the minutes of the meeting held on the 7th of December 2023 were a true and correct record and were signed by the Chairman of the meeting, Vice Chair Cllr S Baker. 
4.  Planning
 Planning Applications Received - none
               Planning Applications decided – for full conditions see Somerset Council’s Planning Portal
a. 3/02/23/010 Raising roof of two-storey on north-east elevation, plus erection of first floor extension with balcony, replacement single storey extension and revised entrance porch on south elevation The Green, Brompton Ralph, TA4 2RU – GRANT
b. ABD/02/23/002 Prior approval for change of use of agricultural building into 1 No. dwelling house (Class C3) and for associated operational development Little Parks Farm, Gandstone Cross to Parks Lane, Brompton Ralph – Prior Approval Required & Given with Conditions – It was noted that one of the conditions there was to be no access off the B3188.
Planning Applications Awaiting Decision
c. 3/02/23/008 Application for Prior Approval for the creation of a wetland habitat with extension of out-pipe form existing pond for formation of additional pond and 4 No. bunded scrapes within a fenced area with filling in of defective pond Middle Stone Farm, Brompton Ralph to Gandstone Cross, Brompton Ralph, TA4 2RT 
d. 3/02/21/001 Erection of 1 No. agricultural workers dwelling and garage Sandpit Meadows, Brompton Ralph to Gandstone Cross, Brompton Ralph, TA4 2RT    
5.  Finance 
a. Bank Reconciliation to 31st December 2023 - £11,538.40 (less unpresented payments £313.30) was checked against the bank statement and signed by Cllr A Sellick
b. Payments Already Made – HugoFox Ltd Website Monthly Charge @ £9.99 (+VAT) via DD
c. Income Received – National Grid Wayleave - £17.08
d. Payments for Approval – D Holmes proposed and P Heard seconded and the following payments                          were unanimously approved.
i. Clerk’s wages January & February @ £154.17 each (including payments to HMRC PAYE)
ii. Brompton Ralph Village Hall Christmas Event - £200*
*Resolved that the Council in accordance with its powers under section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972 should incur the following expenditure which, in the opinion of the Council, is in the interests of the area or its inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure.     
c. Draft Budget – the draft budget had been presented and discussed at the December meeting and was reviewed again. D Holmes proposed and A Sellick seconded and the budget for 2024/25 was unanimously approved without change. 
d. Precept – The implications of the financial crisis at Somerset Council were discussed. It is not clear what possible cost implications this will have for the Parish Council in the future, in particular for salt/grit, verge cutting and road maintenance. Councillors did not think an increase in the precept rate above the current rate of inflation on the basis of speculative figures could be made at the present time. Councillors suggested raising the precept by 5%, therefore, an increase on a band D property of £2.11 to £44.26. This would mean an extra £306 is received by the Council. D Holmes proposed and A Sellick seconded to request a precept amount of £4,675.00 which was passed unanimously.
e. Clerk’s Wages – P Heard proposed and A Sellick seconded and the budgeted increase for 2023/24 of an £150 increase was unanimously approved.
f. Parish Online – The free subscription of Parish Online from the Exmoor LCN Pilot had expired. It was not felt necessary to subscribe at a cost of £40 as it was of little benefit to the PC at present. 
6.  Matters Outstanding
a. SALC Grant Funding – Further consultation by the Working Group and a report had been made. Cllr Mowat with the Clerk had met with the SALC Wellbeing Representative via zoom. It was decided to defer further action until the next meeting as Cllr Mowat was absent.
b. Roads & Traffic Issues – Several potholes had been reported and filled. A reminder to continue to report potholes on Somerset Council’s website was given.
c. Exmoor LCN – Cllr Sellick with the Clerk attended the January meeting. The financial situation was discussed and how it would affect rural parishes, in particular salt provision, verge cutting and drain clearance. Mark Shelford, the Police and Crime Commissioner for Avon & Somerset Police was in attendance and spoke of the efforts to combat rural crime and the return of stolen property. The local PCSOs also gave an update for the Exmoor area.
7. Internal Auditor – D Holmes proposed and P Heard seconded and it was unanimously agreed to appoint Mr T Payne as internal auditor for the year 2023/24 for an agreed fee of £100.
8. Clerk’s Report & Correspondence – Brompton Ralph Cricket Club had emailed to thank the Parish Council for the donation. Defibrillator training will take place on the 13th of February at 7pm in the Village Hall. 
9. Somerset Councillor Reports – SC Cllr Frances Nicholson provided information throughout the meeting concerning the financial situation of Somerset Council and some of the cuts that might be made, including the loss of recycling centres, including possibly Dulverton and Williton. Cllr Nicholson had earlier provided an insight into what other parishes had done in setting their precepts. An update on domestic DIY waste was given which can now be disposed of without charge at recycling centres, although some waste still needs to be pre-booked.
10. Councillors’ Reports and Items for Future Agendas – SALC Wellbeing Grant on February’s agenda.
11. Date of next meeting - Thursday 29th February 2024 at 7.30pm at Brompton Ralph Village Hall.

The Chairman of the Meeting Cllr S Baker declared the meeting closed at 8.36 pm.
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