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National Grid Electricity Transmission is undertaking
further consultation on changes to its proposals
for reinforcing the electricity transmission network

between Suffolk and Kent.

Project update

Since the end of our statutory consultation in
December 2023, we have been reviewing all
feedback received and have carried out further
technical and environmental assessments.

As a result of this work, we have made some
alterations to our plans, that we want to share
with you before we submit our application for
development consent early next year.

The changes we are proposing do not
substantially alter the project as a whole.

Much of our proposals remain largely the same
as presented at our consultation last year.

What is Sea Link?

Sea Link is a proposed 2 gigawatt (GW) high voltage
direct current (HVDC) cable between Suffolk and
Kent, approximately 138 kilometres (km) long and
predominantly offshore.

To bring the power from the subsea cables into and
out of the electricity network in both Suffolk and Kent,
we would need to build new onshore infrastructure
including converter stations, substations and new
underground and overhead electricity lines, as well
as upgrading existing overhead electricity lines.

Power will be able to flow along the Sea Link cables
in either direction, depending on where renewable
energy is being generated at that time and where

in the country power is needed.

What has changed?

¢ in Suffolk, the changes include an alteration to
the cable route north of Aldeburgh, confirmation
of the proposed access route to the converter
station and changes to this access route and the
associated bridge over the River Fromus. We are
also proposing various changes to construction
and maintenance access routes, compounds,
and temporary overhead line diversions, and have
identified additional land for environmental mitigation
and enhancement. The strategy for coordination
with other projects has also evolved

e offshore, the changes include refinements to the
cable route, additional marine areas for construction
vessel manoeuvring, and changes to the approach
for backfilling marine trenches

¢ in Kent, the changes include an increase of the
overall maximum height of the converter station,
confirmation of the type of pylon we intend to use
for the connection to the existing overhead line, and
identifying a further construction and maintenance
access route off Sandwich Road via the former
hoverport. We are also proposing various other
changes to construction and maintenance access
routes, compounds, and temporary overhead line
diversions, and have identified additional land for
environmental mitigation and enhancement.

We have also made a range of smaller changes to our
proposals, including various refinements, reductions
and increases to the size of the land we would need
to build and operate Sea Link. We are also providing
further detail on our construction methodology,
including changes to planned working hours.
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Share your further feedback

If you would like to share further feedback on the latest changes
to our plans for Sea Link or on the proposals more generally,
you can do so in the following ways:

e Email us — contact@sealink.nationalgrid.com
¢ Write to us - FREEPOST Sea Link

Providing feedback

You do not need to resubmit comments given at a previous stage
of consultation. When sharing your comments, it would be helpful
if you could include which part of the Sea Link project they relate to:

e permanent infrastructure: proposed changes to the permanent
infrastructure planned as part of Sea Link, including the cable
routes and converter station/substation(s)

proposed changes to
how we would build and maintain Sea Link during the construction
and operational phases

¢ mitigation, enhancements and approach to biodiversity net
gain: proposed changes to how we will mitigate the impact of Sea
Link on the environment and deliver enhancements to the local
environment

e strategy for coordination: proposed changes to how we will
coordinate the construction and operation of Sea Link with other
projects proposed or planned in Suffolk

¢ anything else
Please provide your feedback by 11:59pm on 11 August 2024.

Next steps

We will continue to carefully
consider any feedback we
receive, alongside the findings
from ongoing environmental
assessment work and surveys,
as we prepare our application
for development consent.

You can read more about the
development consent process
on the Planning Inspectorate’s
website at infrastructure.
planninginspectorate.gov.uk.

To find out more, visit our website at nationalgrid.com/sealink (or scan the

QR code), email contact@sealink.nationalgrid.com or call us on 0808 134 9569.
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Legend

Kent and offshore

Overview of our proposals

in Suffolk,
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