
DRAFT

 MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BROMPTON RALPH PARISH COUNCIL
MEETING HELD ON 1st DECEMBER 2022 AT BROMPTON RALPH VILLAGE HALL AT 7.30pm
Attendees: Councillors S Baker (Vice Chair), J Elliott (Chairman), D Holmes, P Heard & P Bainbridge (Clerk)
		SWT District Councillors D Mansell & S Pugsley, SCC Councillor F Nicholson					       

Members of the Public: 2
Public Question Time: A member of the public spoke about the flooding on Shurtland Lane and the efforts that had been made to divert the water away from the highway at the time.
1. Apologies accepted: S Merritt
2. Declarations of interest: None
3. Minutes of the Previous Meetings:  It was unanimously agreed that the minutes of the meeting on 10th November are a true and correct record and these were subsequently signed by the Chairman.  
4. Planning
    Applications for Comment
a. 3/02/22/004 Erection of an agricultural storage building Shodden Farm, Ford Road, Brompton Ralph, TA4 2RW Grid Reference Easting: 310187 Northing: 130195 – no comment
	Planning Applications Approved – for full conditions see SWT Planning Portal
b. 3/02/22/002 Replacement of dwelling with relocation of barn and erection of carport (resubmission
              of 3/02/21/002) Pleasant View, Parish Quarry Road, Brompton Ralph, TA4 2SA
5. Finance 
a. Bank Reconciliation to 31st October showing an account balance of £13,469.06 less unpresented cheques totalling £444.34.
The Clerk informed the Council at the meeting that the up-to-date bank balance was £11,919.24. This figure includes an amount of £191.96 in reclaimed VAT.
b. Payments for Approval – D Holmes proposed and S Baker seconded and the following payments                          were unanimously approved.
i. Brompton Ralph Cricket Club - £200
ii. Clerk’s Expenses including Stamps £14.68 & Mileage 76 miles @ 45p = £34.20 Total £48.88	     
c. Budget – A draft budget was presented for 2023/24 financial year. The budget presented entailed that any planned projects would need to be met from the reserves. Discussion followed and while the budget figures presented where not altered at the meeting it was thought that the installation of village signs would need to be put in abeyance and any proposed expenditure on other projects reviewed to provide best value for money. It was also felt that it would be important to look into grants that might be available to maintain Parish Council assets. D Holmes proposed and S Baker seconded and the draft budget was approved.
d. Precept – It was felt important not to request an increase in the value of the precept for the financial year 2023/24, and instead request a precept of £4,250.00, the amount received in the current financial year. As the tax base to be used to calculate the Precept Rate was not available from the new Somerset Council at the time of the meeting, the Clerk was unable to inform the Council what implication this request would have on the rate paid by households in their council tax bill for 2023/24. It was recognised that not requesting an increase in the precept would seriously reduce the level of the Council’s reserves if all previously planned projects went ahead and that an increase would therefore be required at a future date in order to maintain a safe operating level of reserves. Further information on the precept to be requested, and the precept rate required to raise this, will be presented at the next meeting.
6. Matters Outstanding
a. Village Green Bench - The Clerk to present ideas and quotes for a decision to be made at the January meeting.
b. War Memorial - While the request for a name to be added is still current, the maintenance of the memorial and any funding/grants available should be explored. The Clerk to investigate.
c. Defibrillator - Councillors offered to obtain competitive quotes from an electrician to move the Cricket Ground defibrillator.
d. Roads & Traffic Issues – Shurtland Lane, Winters Lane, Parish Quarry Road, Rooks Nest and Brendon End were all discussed. The issues of flooding, blocked drains and debris resulting in blocked drains near the Post Office due to the water travelling down Parish Quarry Road, and the poor state of Winters Lane and pot holes, were mentioned. The issues are to be logged using the Somerset County Council website reporting facility. Photographs will be taken to make the reports more impactful. A Highways Steward request had been made for the blocked drains at Rooks Nest and some work had been undertaken, monitoring of the problem to continue. SWT Cllr S Pugsley asked to be kept copied in on the reports so as to be able to check on their progress.
7. Somerset Emergency Community Contacts – It was agreed that Councillor Patrick Heard would be the point of contact for the SECC to report on incidents like flooding.
8. Clerk’s Report & Correspondence – The Clerk had attended free training sessions on Rights of Way held by SALC and Code of Conduct by Scribe Accounts. The Certificate of Exemption has been submitted and acknowledged and the AGAR for 2021/22 is now complete. The LCN feedback discussed at the last meeting was submitted and will contribute to how the new Local Community Networks will be mapped out when the new Somerset Council is launched at the beginning of April 2023. The closure of the Post Office and Community Shop has meant that the items that the Parish Council contributed to are now no longer required. The Village Hall Committee has expressed an interest in the safe and there is a prospective purchaser for the freezer, the proceeds from which are due to return to the Parish Council. Reports of road and water issues had been received by the Clerk via email and telephone and these were discussed earlier in the meeting in Item 6d.
9. Councillors’ Reports and Items for Future Agendas – The Parish Council wanted to acknowledge and thank all the work and support of all the volunteers past and present and the Beale family who have been involved with the Post Office and Stores over the last 24 years. The Clerk to write a thank you message to be displayed in the shop. SCC Cllr F Nicholson reported on the equalization of Council Tax and Benefits across the new Somerset Council when it comes into being. One of the measures will include a doubling of Council Tax on properties that are left empty which will eventually come into force.
10. Date of next meeting Wednesday 18th January 2023 at 7.30pm at Brompton Ralph Village Hall.

Chair Cllr J Elliott declared the meeting closed at 20.56 pm.
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